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Rabbits  affected  with  enteritis,    or  so-called  bloat,    refuse  feed,    sit   in 
a  humped  position,   and  may  grind  their  teeth.      Their  fur  becomes  rough,   the   eyes 
are  generally  squinted,   and  the   abdomen  is  usually  distended  or  has  a  bloated 
appearance.      The   rabbits  drinlc   small  quantities   of  water  at  frequent  intervals, 
with  the   result   that  a  great  deal  of  fluid  accumulates   in  the   stomach.      There 
is  generally  a  profuse   diarrhea,    but  there  may  be   constipation.     In  some   cases, 
a  clear,    jelly-like   substance   is  excreted. 


POST  MORTEM 

On  post-mortem  examination  the   stomach  is  usually  seen  to  be  distended 
with  a  bile-stained  fluid,   and  in  some  cases,  vrith  partially  decomposed  food. 
Occasionally  free   blood  is  observed  in  the   contents  of  the  small  intestine,   and 
hemorrhages  may  be  noted  in  the  lining  of  the   cecum  and  the  large   intestine. 
The  cecum  may  be   inpactcd.     Yarylng  quantities  of  clear,    jelly-like  material 
are  frequently  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  larg-e   intestine,  and  the   gall 
bladder  may  be   enlarged. 

GENERAL  IMFORMATIOM 

Repeated  attempts  to  transmit  enteritis  from  infected  to  noninfectcd  rab- 
bits by     inoculation,   feeding,   or  direct   contact   have  failed.      The   specific 
cause  or  causes   have  not  been  determined.     It  has  yet  to  be  proved  that  inheri- 
tance is  a  factor  cither  for  prevention  or  for  predisposition.     To  date  it  has 
been  impossible   to  produce,    cure,    or  prevent  enteritis  mth  feeds,   and  all 
attempts  to  remedy  the   condition  with  medical  treatment  have   failed. 

About   50  percent   of  the  affected  nursing  young  rabbits   recover  regardless 
of  treatment   or  change  of  diet.     Consequently  there   is  no  advantage  in  remov- 
ing them  from  the  hutch  of  the  mother  and  litter  m.ates.     Until  specific   causes 
are  determined,   breeders   should  select  a  ration  that  produces   satisfactory'' 
gains  and  is  economical,   and  continue   feeding  it,   for  changing  the   feed  does  not 
help  with  the   problem. 
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